Dear 

I hope you are having a great fall! You are receiving this letter because you are a high school youth at Good Shepherd Church.  Many youth choose to be confirmed during their high school years. With that in mind, I want to tell you about a Sunday evening program at Good Shepherd s called Confirm, Not Conform, which helps ninth through twelfth graders prepare for Confirmation. 

As you might have guessed from the name, Confirm, Not Conform is about helping you figure out and confirm what you believe, and how you will follow Jesus faithfully as you get older. Most of us were baptized when we were very young, and our parents and others in the church promised to love us and teach us and help us grow into faith. Choosing to be confirmed is choosing to take responsibility for your own faith, with God’s help. Good Shepherd clergy, leaders  and I want to help you understand what that means. 

We do a LOT in our 10 months together! You’ll get to know kids your own age better, even if you’ve been at Good Shepherd  for a while and know everyone pretty well, already. You’ll get to know some adults in the congregation who care about you and want you to grow in faith. You’ll learn more about not only what it means to be a Christian, but why being an Episcopal Christian is so wonderful. And you will definitely have fun along the way. 

So, there are a couple of things that you can do, to get ready for this class:

(1) Decide if you’re interested in learning more about Confirm, Not Conform, and talk to your parents about it. They are receiving a separate letter with information. 

(2) If you think you might like to be a part of CnC this year, come to a kickoff get together on Sunday, November 8 at  5:30 p.m., to hear about plans for confirmation in November 2010. We’ll ask you to decide if you want to be a part of the class. We always have some students who decide the class is not for them, or who decide they are not ready to think about Confirmation, and that’s OK. 

That’s it for now!  Looking forward to seeing you and your parents on November 8th.

Sincerely, 

Ben Blanchard

Associate for Youth and Music

0425ben@gmail.com 
