October 27, 2009

Dear Parents of High School Youth-
I’m writing to tell you about the 2010 Confirm, Not Conform (“CnC”) program at Good Shepherd.   Your teenager is receiving a separate letter inviting them to begin thinking about CnC and Confirmation, and encouraging them to talk to you about the class.  A copy of their letter is enclosed, along with a list of class topics.  I’m expecting this class to be a wonderful experience for everyone. 

CnC gives youth opportunities to practice making decisions and taking responsibility for their lifelong journey of faith, with God’s help, and with the support of our Good Shepherd church family. The teaching team, the clergy, and I encourage them to examine their beliefs and think about where they would like to make a difference in the world. Short homework assignments give students a chance to reflect and write about their own experience before class discussions. We learn in class about what it means to be a follower of Christ in the Episcopal Church, including church history and doctrine. 

Here are a few things you might like to know. Some decisions about scheduling and other details have yet to be made, but I want to be sure you have the information that’s available, now. 

- The class will meet on Sunday evenings, beginning on Sunday, January, 10th at 5:30 pm.

- Confirmation will be in November 2010. 

- An informational gathering is scheduled for parents and youth on Sunday, November 8 from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. in the high school youth room. Please save this date on your calendar. 

After the November 8 meeting, we’ll ask our youth to let us know if they want to participate in the class. Every year some youth decide the class is not for them, or they are not ready to prepare for Confirmation, and that’s OK. Youth who decide not to participate in this class can still participate in other high school youth activities.  If they change their minds about confirmation they can also participate in the CnC class anytime in their 9th – 12th grade years. 

So, in the meantime, please be thinking and praying about the 2010  CnC class, and talk to your teenager about their interest, and about attending the meeting on November 8.   Please feel free to call me if you have any questions or thoughts.
Sincerely, 

Ben Blanchard

Associate for Youth and Music

0425ben@gmail.com
757-423-3230 (church)

757-816-2373 (cell)
